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Meet Richardietteh
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Richardetteh42, is a deliberate, patient spirit. He has
endured so much in his 42 years, and asked for so little.



Richard was bauth a
cleflip and higsarents
spent years trying
desperately to hane
repaired. They
sacrificed all of their
worldly goods in this
endeavor. It nearly
happened, he said.
Over, and over he was
scheduled for surgery
only tdhave the surgery
rescheduled for anothe
day. The long and
grueling bus trips from
his village to a doctor
cost money, and what
little money they had
eventually ran out.
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A domdromparentsvholovednec o mp | hedaid dddinghattheyalso
protectetiimcompletelyotallowindniimto goto schoolii Mgothemwas
afraidheotherchildremvouldaunime Shew o u laltbwitoHed | datad t

schooulntilaftethisparentslied Hewasl8atthetime



Withthreeyoungesisterandtwoyoungebrotherso houseand
feed hecontinuedisjobworkingtneighboringarmsandwith
hiss | b Ihelpweridte schoofor the firsttime He believed
thenwhathebelievesodayschooisthatimportant



Bythe time he hitthe |
first year of junior highfs.
the pressure to feed,

clothe and house his

siblings was too muchf
He needed to go to wqrk
fulltime, so he ditls
siblings eventually | !
scattered and Richard| =
now finds himself with
family of his own. v 9

Hefarmsa smalpieceofpropertyintheEasteriRegiorof Ghanana
villagecalledOkurasawherehe producedoodfor his a wifeand
childrenThelittlevillagenhasmaybel 0 inhabitants His smallfarm
producegustenougtloodforthemto eat Forincomehetoilsin the
neighborinfields



Richardsaid he foundrefugein the smallnessof the village,
awayfromthe placeof his birthandawayfrompeople It was
therehe founda wife,andwhenhe heldthe first born of his
childrenhe saidherealizedhatthe doctorwasright - with or
withoutthe cleft he wasa completeman Theimportanceof
life liesin his soul,with Godandin his family

Healsosaidthatit wasthroughthe graceof Godhetraveled
to seethe Alliancefor Smilesdoctorsin Accra A membeiof
his churchheardfroma friend,who heardfrom a friendwho
sawit on TVthat the Americandoctorswerein Ghanaand
offeringthe surgeriedor free

The samedriven spirit that guidedthis gentlemanthrough
life broughthimthe 20hoursjourneyto Accraonthe chance
his surgerycouldbedone




Neithehiswife norhischildreiknowwhyheis awayfromthefarm Hislifehasbeen
filledwithso manydisappointmente it madehimafraidto tellthemwhyhe was
goingo begoneltis thatimportartb him,hesaid Hed i dvanfinemto sharen

disappointmeahitd i dhapebonlyinjoyifthesurgeryvasasuccess



AllRicharavashopindorin lifewasto havehisclefllipchangedesaidin brokerEnglish,
chokingoackthe tears He believedhe surgerywouldhelp him changehis economic
situatiorandthatfthesurgerpappenetdewouldeabletogeta bettefoh




Richardvasschedulefbr surgeryl hursdagfternoomandthetransformation
wasclearlymiraculoudis shynessandgentlenatureslowlyblossomedyis
Innejoysurfacingrhertheteancheere@shelookedntothemirror






Richard won dugarts. Ware so pleased to be a part of his st



If you would like to help someone like Richard
Log on to www.allianceforsmiles.org
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