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Richard Tetteh, 42, is a deliberate, patient spirit. He has 

endured so much in his 42 years, and asked for so little.

Meet Richard Tetteh



Richard was born with a 

cleft lip and his parents 

spent years trying 

desperately to have it 

repaired.  They 

sacrificed all of their 

worldly goods in this 

endeavor. It nearly 

happened, he said. 

Over, and over he was 

scheduled for surgery 

only to have the surgery 

rescheduled for another 

day. The long and 

grueling bus trips from 

his village to a doctor 

cost money, and what 

little money they had 

eventually ran out.



ñIcomefromparentswholovedmecompletely,òhesaid,addingthattheyalso

protectedhimcompletely,notallowinghimto goto school. ñMymotherwas

afraidtheotherchildrenwouldtauntme. Shewouldnôtallowit.òHedidnôtgoto

schooluntilafterhisparentsdied. Hewas18atthetime.



Withthreeyoungersistersandtwoyoungerbrotherstohouseand

feed,hecontinuedhisjobworkingatneighboringfarms,andwith

hissiblingôshelp,wentto schoolfor the first time. He believed

thenwhathebelievestoday,schoolisthatimportant.



By the time he hit the 

first year of junior high 

the pressure to feed, 

clothe and house his 

siblings was too much. 

He needed to go to work 

fulltime, so he did. His 

siblings eventually 

scattered and Richard 

now finds himself with a 

family of his own. 

HefarmsasmallpieceofpropertyintheEasternRegionofGhanaina

villagecalledOkurasa, wherehe producesfoodfor his a wifeand

children. Thelittlevillagehasmaybe10 inhabitants. Hissmallfarm

producesjustenoughfoodforthemto eat. Forincomehetoilsin the

neighboringfields.



Richardsaidhe foundrefugein the smallnessof the village,

awayfromtheplaceof his birthandawayfrompeople. It was

therehe founda wife,andwhenhe heldthe first bornof his

childrenhesaidherealizedthatthedoctorwasright - withor

withoutthe cleft he wasa completeman. Theimportanceof

life lies in hissoul,withGodandin his family.

Healsosaidthat it wasthroughthegraceof Godhetraveled

to seetheAlliancefor Smilesdoctorsin Accra. A memberof

his churchheardfroma friend,whoheardfroma friendwho

saw it on TVthat the Americandoctorswerein Ghanaand

offeringthesurgeriesfor free.

Thesamedrivenspirit that guidedthis gentlemanthrough

life broughthimthe20hoursjourneyto Accraon thechance

hissurgerycouldbedone.



Neitherhiswife,norhischildrenknowwhyheisawayfromthefarm. Hislifehasbeen

filledwithso manydisappointmentshe it madehimafraidto tell themwhyhe was

goingtobegone. It is thatimportanttohim,hesaid. Hedidnôtwantthemtosharein

disappointmentif itdidnôthappen,onlyinjoyif thesurgerywasasuccess.



AllRichardwashopingforin lifewastohavehiscleftlipchanged,hesaidinbrokenEnglish,

chokingbackthe tears. He believedthe surgerywouldhelphim changehis economic

situation,andthatif thesurgeryhappenedhewouldbeabletogetabetterjob.



RichardwasscheduledforsurgeryThursdayafternoonandthetransformation

wasclearlymiraculous. Hisshynessandgentlenatureslowlyblossomed,his

innerjoysurfacingwhentheteamcheeredashelookedintothemirror.



AFS surgeon, Dr. Chris Hauge, said he was honored to do the surgery.

ñHe was very deserving, he had waited so long.ò



Richard won our hearts. We are so pleased to be a part of his story.



If you would like to help someone like Richard
Log on to www.allianceforsmiles.org


